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who had been landless all his life. The total number
of employees in this village is only seventeen (VI-i).
This shows that this institution does not play an im-
portant part in the village economy, and if we examine
the population statistics this phenomenon can be ex-
plained. As mentioned (III-3), any Chia which has
a land holding above the average is likely to raise more
children. When the children grow up, the estate is
divided. In other words, the chance of labour in the
Chia proving insufficient is considerably reduced by
the population pressure and the ideology of kinship.
Moreover, there is no sign of people leaving their land
in search of other occupations and meanwhile em-
ploying labourers to cultivate the land. This is due,
first to the low degree of occupational differentiation
(VIII-i), secondly to the special value attached to land
(next section), and lastly to the under-development of
industry in the town.
The institution of land leasing is also very limited.
It occurs in most cases when the male members of a
Chia are dead and the widows and children are unable
to work on the land. Leasing of land is quite different
from tenancy. The lessor preserves the right of
ownership. There is a definite period for the contract*
He is free to choose his lessee and to make changes
when the contract expires.
It is interesting to compare this with the situation in
South China, where both the hired labourers and land-
less peasants are numerous and the system of land
leasing is far more elaborate,1 This seems to be
chiefly due to the presence of the system of " permanent
tenancy " as a character of the absentee landlordship
* Chen Han-seng, Agrawm Problem in Southernmost China, Lingnan
University, Canton, 1936, p. 4, and Chapter III.

